
Impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on the diagnosis of 
HIV, viral hepatitis and STI and TB – Situation in Poland

Magdalena Ankiersztejn-Bartczak – PhD



Third wave of Covid-19



05.03.2021



Background information: 
HIV testing

• Lockdown for VCTs from 16.03 – 30.05
• From 1.06 special restrictions: on-line or phone

appointment to VCTs
• From 14.04. FES Testing Helpline (1700 calls/ 2020; 

528/ 2021)
• Free self HIV testing- order to home



HIV testing in VCT’s in Poland 2015-2020
Source: Natiolnal AIDS Centre, Anna 
Nastały-Ratusińska, HIV conference 
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The Simplitude™ ByMe™
The first all-in-one self-test designed to make your testing experience easier

The Simplitude™ ByMe™ rapid diagnostic test enables you to accurately test yourself 

for HIV, at your convenience.



#ENDAIDS social campaign 2020
www.projekttest.pl Agata Stola - coordinator

http://www.projekttest.pl/




Testing at home during COVID-19
If you want to do HIV self test …

Call
Call our free 
infoline 800 
14 14 23

Tell
Tell your HIV 
counselor, 
that "you 
want to do 
HIV self test"

Learn
Learn from 
us how to do 
it, unswer
for a few
questions

Receive
Save the 
code you will 
receive 
during the 
conversation

Click
Click "order 
test"

Use
Use the 
saved code, 
then you will 
receive the 
test for free

Call
Call again 
and say what 
is the result



14.04–04.03.2021: after 11
month’s experience 
(data from anonymous 
consultations - not published)

- 1062 orders for 
free tests: 57.5 % 
men; 42.5% women

- 65,5% heterosexual 
orientation

- 52.6% never had a 
test before



• WHO - good practice
• Zoom presentation



https://harmreductioneurasia.org/covid-19-practices-english/

https://harmreductioneurasia.org/covid-19-practices-english/?fbclid=IwAR1S8zgHcQpa_-1mG2yX3LhuuYUPTBHnltkRimxA8_xi4BMOuSFgFUR3ZLc


CONCLUSIONS

• COVID-19 has a huge impact for HIV and 
STIS testing

• Continuing to remind that European
community that HIV, viral hepatitis and STI 
prevention, testing, care amd suport 
service are essencial serviices and must
continue to be supported, especially
during times of crisis



CONTACT:

Foundation for Social Education
Sewerynów 4/ 100

00-331 Warsaw
Poland
www.fes.edu.pl
FB: FundacjaEdukacjiSpolecznej
mail: m.bartczak@fes.edu.pl

http://www.fes.edu.pl/
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